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I have a question for you. Is Jesus is truly the center of your life? Even if 
you can’t answer yes, one thing for sure and that we are the center of 
his life.  That is why he died for us. One of my favorite hymns is “Center 
of my life”.  “Oh Lord, you are the center of my life! I will always praise 
you, I will always serve you, I will always keep you at my side.”  I love 
those words and at the same time, I find them hard to live 

The question, “Is the Lord the center of your life?” is a good one to 
consider as we look at the readings for today. The first step to answer 
that question is to recognize that it is a choice.  God gives us complete 
freedom to choose to make Him the center of our lives or not.  We hear 
that in the Book of Sirach, “If you choose you can keep the 
commandments,” and if we make that choice, God offers us a promise. 
to save us. We know that our salvation is more than obeying a rule or a 
commandment, our salvation is a person, the one person with two 
natures, human and divine and that person is Jesus.  When we choose 
to follow him, to making him the center of our lives, our life will change 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be moved freely to 
choose between life over death, what is good instead of what is evil. 

The Holy Spirit will lead us to go even deeper into God’s beautiful and 
mysterious promise, to experience that which Eye has not seen, ear has 
not heard, what has entered the human heart what God has prepared 
for those who love him.  More than just obeying rules, the ways of the 
Lord, the commandments of the Lord are a way of live the way of love, 
rooted in our encounter with the love of Jesus which is far beyond our 
human ability to fully grasp.



Matthew’s Gospel today calls us to go beyond obeying laws and to truly 
make the Lord the center of our lives.  The love that Jesus has poured 
upon us when water and blood flowed from his side, the love that we 
experience in the sacraments, truly demands a response. Some people 
choose yes and others choose no.  When we are ready to say “Yes”, 
Jesus makes clear that our “Yes” really needs to mean yes. That means 
that we give everything to him, our whole person.  We literally give our 
eyes, our hands, our mental thoughts and temptations, our desires, our 
relationships, especially marriage and family life, every hair of our head, 
whether is s grey or dark colored, or not there at all, our time, talent 
and treasure, everything is his and we actively live our faith knowing 
that we return a portion of what God has given to us. 

Let me give a simple example of what I mean. Most of us are friendly 
with the clerk as we go out the check-out line at the grocery store or 
the drug store, right? In the light of Jesus teaching today, we can go 
deep with something like that rather than just remaining superficial.  
Why you we friendly? Usually because you want something, whatever it 
is that you are buying, and the clerk wants something, your business to 
keep his or her job.  We can go deeper by choosing to make that simple 
exchange to be the way you live your faith and your love.  In other 
words, you choose to see Jesus in that person, you choose to make that 
person’s day better in some small way because we all know that 
everyone carries some burden.  How can you choose to live the love 
you have received at this Mass with someone else, even with the 
smallest gesture?  As St. Teresa of Calcutta says, doing small actions 
with great love. Making the Lord the center of our life is about a choice 
that is deep in our heart and flows out. The words and actions might 
look very much the same on the outside as anyone else, but when Jesus 
is at the center of everything, he lifts up our human experience and 
unites us with his divine love.  He transforms it and makes it entirely 
new, so that even a moment of love here on earth becomes eternal.                           


